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JA: This is Josh Anderson doing an interview with Lindsey Horvath on women activists after 

suffrage.  Today’s date is November 16, 2014, and it is approximately 8:00 a.m. in the 

morning.  And we’ll just get started. 

LH: Sounds great. 

JA: All right.  So when and where were you born? 

LH: I was born June 30, 1982, which is actually the day that the Equal Rights Amendment 

failed ratification in the United States, so it sort of feels like women’s rights were my 

birthright, quite literally.  I was born June 30, 1982 in Painesville, Ohio.   

JA: So you were born in Ohio. 

LH: Yes. 

JA: How did you get to California? 

LH: I lived in Ohio until I was fifteen.  My family moved to Las Vegas at that point.  My dad 

got a new job, and I was very excited.  So, we moved to Las Vegas where I finished high 

school, and it’s also where I came home to while I was in college.  I went to Notre Dame, 

and after I graduated, I came home for about a month and moved to L.A.  (laughs)  I 

thought I was gonna go to law school out here.  I ended up not doing that, but I ended up 

staying here.   

JA: Oh, wow.  Cool.  Can you talk just a little bit about your childhood and your family life? 

LH: Sure.  If you have any specific questions, feel free, but I grew up in, essentially, a Disney 

after-school-special kind of town.  I grew up in a small suburb of the east side of 

Cleveland, Ohio.  I lived at home with my mom, my dad, and my younger brother.  Pretty 

much everyone you knew you saw at church on Sunday.  I’m Catholic and still a 
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practicing Catholic, and so it was very much a part of my growing up.  I went to Catholic 

school my whole life, except for the three years of high school I was in Las Vegas, so it’s 

very much a part of my identity.  I am the only oldest in my family.  My mom, my dad, 

and my brother are all the youngest in their respective families, so that was a little bit of a 

different perspective.  (laughs)  My dad is one of four.  My mom is one of five, and on 

my mom’s side, which is who we spent more of our family growing up time with, she 

had two older sisters, who are her half-sisters, and then two older brothers.  Of her and 

the two older brothers, I am the oldest cousin.  A lot of my side of the family and a lot of 

my experience growing up was sort of being an oldest cousin in that way, even though, 

technically, I had cousins who were older than me.  And being in a Catholic family, I had 

more cousins than I was really able to count.  (laughs)  But, in that way people looked to 

me as sort of the first to do certain things, so it was very exciting, also a certain degree of 

pressure.   

I was a straight A student at the top of my class and until my junior year—I got 

my first B my junior year of high school.  (laughs)  At a very early age, in kindergarten, 

actually, I recall one of my classmate’s moms coming and having a conversation with my 

kindergarten teacher asking why I was allowed to be part of the computer science fair 

because I was a girl, and her son should be going.  My teacher had said, “Well, of course, 

your son is going, but so is Lindsey.  She’s at the top of the class.”  Obviously, I was five, 

so I don’t remember the exact language, but it was the first time that it occurred to me 

that there were certain things in school I shouldn’t be doing because I was a girl, or so 

people thought.  So it was very interesting, because, like I said, I was always at the top of 

my class, and there was a certain degree of pride I had by being the smartest kid in my 

class.  I took great pleasure in being smart, which doesn’t always make you popular, but 

in the trade-off, I thought I went the right direction.   

So it was very interesting to sort of have that perspective.  Despite growing up in 

a somewhat traditional family, I was always very much encouraged to be a leader, and 

teased that I was going to be president someday. (both laugh)  All of that sounded nice, 

but, you know, I just kind of did what I thought was the right thing to do.  And, like I 

said, going to Catholic school, I learned about this man, Jesus, who was a very great 

example of being of service and creating social justice, and that really resonated with me.  

So, a lot of the work that I did later in life I know came from my experience in grade 

school sort of learning to be of service to the least among us and that we have a 

commitment to one another in a community.  

Like I said, when I was fifteen, my family moved to Las Vegas.  It was the first 

time I was not in Catholic school, so that was very interesting.  I very vividly remember 

the very first Ash Wednesday.  I always went to Ash Wednesday services.  And I went 

early in the morning because I knew I was gonna have stuff after school.  So I went to 

school and I had ashes on my forehead.  Growing up that was so normal, so it was very 

strange to have people looking at me like I was, you know, weird.  I remember, finally, 

one of the boys who just didn’t care about being mean or saying the thing that you’re 

really not supposed to say, he came up to me, and he said, “You know, I think it’s really 

messed up that you do that.”  And I was like, “Do what?”  “Put the ashes of dead people 

on your forehead.”  I was like, “You think this is dead people?”   
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So I realized sort of in that moment that, even though I came from a place where 

being Catholic was very normal and very well-known—there were over a billion 

Catholics on the planet by the time I was born—I realized that there was some education 

there, too, as well, what did being Catholic actually mean?  What were some of the 

traditions, and where did they come from?  And so, I found myself explaining, in the 

hallway by the lockers, the theology behind (laughs) Ash Wednesday.  It was very 

interesting.  I had several more experiences along the way, but I think in that moment I 

realized how much my faith was a part of my life as well and how much I wanted it to be.  

That it wasn’t something that I wanted to shy away from, that it was something I was 

really proud of.   

I also very vividly remember my first day of sophomore year in Las Vegas , in my 

American history class, we sat down—and, you know, I think my class was maybe about 

fourteen people, something like that.  We had very small classes.  My teacher was going 

through the chronology of American history, you know, the time period that we were 

going to cover, and so we got to 1920.  And he said, “In 1920, what happened?”  I looked 

around the room.  Nobody raised their hand, and nobody said anything.  And I thought to 

myself, Really, 1920?  The 19th Amendment, women got the right to vote.  Like, nobody 

knows this?  And then, I realized everyone was looking at me, and then I realized I had 

actually said all of that out loud.  (both laugh) 

So I very quickly got labeled a fem-Nazi as the new kid.  It was quite funny 

because, again, coming from a somewhat conservative place—it wasn’t like my mom 

didn’t identify as feminist.  She certainly was not involved in the sexual revolution by 

any means. (laughs)  My dad was always very supportive of me.  But again, coming from 

a somewhat traditional family, I had aunts who said to me—when I got accepted and 

chose to go to Notre Dame, they were, like, Oh, maybe you’ll find a good husband there.  

Not to say that there’s anything wrong with that, but I just didn’t come from a place that 

was fostering feminist ideals I guess you could say, and it was very interesting to be 

labeled that.  Not that I was upset about it, either, just sort of trying to understand what 

that meant and sort of where I fit in given my values and beliefs and all of that.   

So, [I] went to high school, and the high school that I went to was pretty 

interesting because it was very small.  My graduating class was only fifty-one people, but 

it was the school where a lot of the casino owners and their kids went and, you know, that 

sort of thing, Las Vegas elite.  So, I went to that school and also a private school in Ohio 

before we moved.  By seventh grade, my Catholic grade school had run out of things to 

teach me.  I was literally sitting in a corner during math period and in an empty room by 

myself teaching myself algebra. 

JA: Whoa.  

LH: And, you know, I was the kid who the principal called my parents into her office to tell 

them that I couldn’t go to school there anymore because they had run out of things to 

teach me, which let me tell you how popular that makes you.  (both laugh) 

 [00:09:50] 
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And, in my very small town, word traveled fast, you know, “Lindsey had to leave 

school.”  It was very strange.  So anyway, I was very fortunate to be able to go to private 

schools my whole life.  My family was very blue collar.  While my dad had a great job in 

sales, my uncles and the rest of my family worked in steel mills and on the railroad and 

my grandfather was a mailman.  Both of my grandfathers were in the service during 

World War II.  I had two uncles that served, one in Korea, one in Vietnam, so we had sort 

of a very long line of commitment to service in that regard.  So yeah, going to private 

school wasn’t because of economics; it was because of my academics.  And, because I 

knew that it was a sacrifice for my dad to make sure that he was able to afford for me to 

go to school, I took that very seriously.  I was very fortunate, and actually, out of my high 

school, I was the first person ever to go to Notre Dame.  It was pretty exciting.  But, you 

know, I feel like I had a really great childhood.  My mom stayed at home; she didn’t 

work.  Well, she stopped working once my brother was born, so she worked when I was 

very young.  One of our family members watched me, and it was great.  You know, I hear 

stories—I don’t obviously quite remember—but I guess when I was starting to be able to 

read by the time I was two, or so they say.  

JA: (laughs) 

LH: I don’t even know if that’s really possible, but that’s what everyone says in my family.  

You know how family lore goes. 

JA: Yeah.  (laughs) 

LH: She stopped working once my brother was born, so, in that sense, I think I was very 

fortunate in that a lot of my classmates were latchkey kids.  Actually, one of the girls, 

who lived down the street, came home with me because her parents weren’t home.  They 

were working, and so I realized that not everyone was able to have a mom who was home 

to make sure they did their homework and cook dinner and make sure dinner was on the 

table by the time Dad got home and kept the house clean and did a lot of things that other 

families and other moms weren’t able to do.  I feel like I was, in many ways, very 

privileged.  I started to understand what more extreme privilege looked like when I 

started going to private schools and being exposed to different communities, but by and 

large, I feel like I was very sheltered.  So, when I had all kinds of different options in 

going to college, I looked at a lot of different places, and I started to realize just how 

sheltered I had been when I was going to some of the schools that were very large or in 

big urban areas.  Ultimately, I ended up choosing Notre Dame because it was a great 

school.  I thought I was gonna go to law school, so they had a really great law program, 

and it also just felt the most like home to me.  So how far [back] did that [go]?  I guess 

that’s pretty far. 

JA: Yeah, that was good.  You said when you were in high school in Las Vegas, you were 

kind of seen as different because you were Catholic and because you had these feminist 

ideas. 

LH: Yes. 
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JA: So did you consider yourself a feminist then?  Or they labeled you that and you were, 

“Oh, okay.” 

LH: I think I kind of got labeled that.  My memory doesn’t always serve me, but I don’t recall 

walking into a space declaring myself to be feminist.  I just kind of never thought that 

women should be told they couldn’t do certain things, that it was a man’s thing or a boy’s 

thing to do if that’s what they really wanted to do.  I guess while I was labeled that, and I 

know that it was intended to be a pejorative, I didn’t really mind it either.  I know by the 

time I went to college and understood that there was a thing called gender studies, I was 

very clear, like, oh, this is my thing.  It was less a sense about the term and more a sense 

about what that meant.  I did believe that girls should be able to do whatever they wanted.  

I did believe that girls were smart in science and math because I was one of them.  I did 

believe a lot of the stereotypes about girls that were out there I just wasn’t buying. 

JA: So because you were kind of, like, put in these categories as different, did that make you 

want to be an activist for people that were seen as different and weren’t treated equally? 

LH: I knew, again, as I said, that based on my Catholic upbringing that the right thing to do, to 

be a good person you’re supposed to help the least among you, and sometimes that means 

helping people who are seen very much as different.  You know, homeless people who 

hadn’t showered in days and lived on the streets and were quite dirty.  I was very much a 

part of soup kitchens or volunteering and being of service to members of the community 

that traditionally were not looked upon favorably.  So, in that sense, I did believe it was 

important, but that’s because it was sort of like my religious upbringing.  But, I do think 

that I was always sort of protective of people being treated as different, and I remember 

in grade school I was being made fun of, which was somewhat on a regular basis, but this 

particular time—because I played sports I was able to pretend like I was popular because 

I was good.  I think it was during basketball season, one of the girls was having a party at 

her home for her birthday.  There were boys and girls together, and that was so not my 

jam.  (laughs)   

JA: Yeah. 

LH: I ended up not going because it was a boy/girl party, and I wasn’t allowed to go.  Then, I 

found out that people were making out, doing seven minutes in heaven, and things like 

that.  I just thought all of that was very strange.  So because I didn’t go, people made fun 

of me and said I was kind of a nerd for not going to the party.  I was really sad because it 

was my friends who I played sports with and who I had this bond with, or so I thought, so 

it felt very back-stabby.   

I remember one of the girls, Jessica Beasley—she was the only African American 

girl in my class.  I was talking to her about it, and I was just like, “They’re just being so 

mean.”  And she said, “Lindsey, what do you think it’s like for me to go to this school 

every day?”  That was like the reverse dolly zoom out—like, oh, man!  And taking a step 

back from my experience and recognizing that this was the daily experience of other 

people all the time, in ways I just wasn’t present to.  So I did have an awareness, I do 

know that, thinking about different communities and cultures who were minorities, in 
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whatever sense of the word that means, within my community.  It was an important thing, 

but whether it was because of that tension between my Catholicism and my feminism, 

I’m not sure. 

JA: When you were a child, did you aspire to go out of your way and help people in a way 

that wasn’t normal, I guess?  

LH: Absolutely!  I was definitely the overachiever, type A kid.  Being helpful was the thing.  

You know, like, that’s what you’re supposed to do, so I need to do that ten times more. 

My second grade teacher, who ended up becoming my confirmation sponsor, after I left 

her class, eventually, during my recesses, I would come to her classes and help her grade 

papers for her students.  So, while my friends were out playing on the playground, I was 

in with one of the teachers, was always called teacher’s pet, and that never really 

bothered me because I was, like, I’m smart.  

JA: (laughs) 

LH: You know, this is what you’re supposed to do.  (laughs)  But, yeah, absolutely, being 

helpful, being of service, jumping in and doing something, doing whatever was asked.  

Because I ended up leaving my grade school early—normally you didn’t make 

Confirmation, which is one of the sacraments in the Catholic Church, until eighth grade.  

But because I was leaving after seventh grade, they let me switch to the eighth grade 

religion class so I could make confirmation, at least in my school.  There were different 

assignments that people could do for the actual Confirmation ceremony, and one of them 

was presenting the spiritual bouquet to the bishop.  And that was, like, the big deal.  

Being able to present this gift from your class to the bishop was the highest honor that 

anybody could have.  So because I knew I kind of was out of my element because I was 

in a class of eighth graders as the only seventh grader, I really wanted to do it.  But I just 

sat on my hands as hard as I could and just waited.  We went through the whole class, 

and nobody picked it.  I remember our teacher said, “This is the first year I’ve ever had a 

class where nobody wanted to give a spiritual bouquet to the bishop.”  So I quickly raised 

my hand and said, “I would absolutely love to do it if nobody else would like to.”  She 

said, “Well, thank you.”  So again, I was the brown-noser, but I really did want to do it.  I 

think, even to today, I’ve learned that in my different careers or the things that I’ve done, 

at a very visceral level, when people come to me and say, “Can you help me?”  To me 

that’s almost like a sacred moment because they come from such a place of vulnerability 

and openness that there’s nothing I am interested in more than being able to be helpful to 

people.  When people ask me that question, I’m, like, “Ding-ding-ding, yes, yes, yes!  I 

will absolutely help you!”    

 [00:21:02] 

JA: Who have been your role models, and why were they your role models? 

LH: Hm.  Well, I remember, in grade school, thinking that I wanted to go to Harvard Law 

School.  That was my goal because, if you went to the best law school, and you had an 

understanding of the law, you might be able to use the laws to help people, and I kind of 
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had a sense that the government was, like, the biggest thing there was that could help 

people on the greatest scale.  I recognize now that was quite an altruistic view of 

government, but that’s sort of what I thought, so that’s why I wanted to go to law school.  

I wanted to go to law school so I could help people.  And, I didn’t know a lot of women 

who were attorneys, but I knew of this woman from the media named Gloria Allred.  I 

knew that she was not only a woman attorney, but she was a woman attorney who often 

helped women.  I knew that she was somebody I really wanted to be like.  I didn’t know 

much about her other than that very little bit of information, but people in my family said, 

Oh, she’s gonna be like Gloria Allred.  So, I was, like, Oh, I guess I’m going to be like 

her.  It’s funny now because I’m friends with her, and, when I eventually met her when I 

moved to Los Angeles, that was quite a surreal experience.  There’s so much about Los 

Angeles that’s surreal, but we’ll get there I suppose.   

Right now I would say at some point—I don’t recall when—but Hillary Clinton 

very much became a role model for me, sort of being a woman in the public eye.  While 

she was in sort of these very traditional roles, being first lady and things like that, she did 

untraditional things with them and was able to be a leader in her own right.  I very much 

wanted to be like her and probably still do.  (laughs)  I met Eve Ensler when I was in 

college.  The Vagina Monologues has really been such a formative experience in my life.  

I remember my junior year I had the opportunity to meet Eve, and then I was like, “I want 

to be like her.”  Eve would probably laugh if she heard me say, “I want to be like Hillary 

and like her—” 

JA: (laughs) 

LH: —because they couldn’t be more different.  But just her willingness to be sort of 

unabashed in what she believes, to be completely passionate, to not think through the 

most practical thing to do but what is the thing that your heart is calling you to do, I think 

has always been very inspiring to me.  My senior year thesis instructor, Teresa Phelps—

she now teaches at American Law School in D.C.— she taught gender and the law, and,  

as a junior in college, I ended up taking this class in the law school.  I thought I was so 

cool because I was going to the law school for a class!  But, she was pretty amazing, and 

I think she was in the first class of women to graduate from Notre Dame.  Her husband 

was a big, famous basketball coach, and so living her life on campus as the wife of a very 

famous coach at a school that really reveres sports was very interesting to hear her life 

experience.  And when, you’re sort of in these traditional roles, do the untraditional thing,  

I’ve always admired people who were sort of able to do that, but I remember, too, I also 

looked up to one of our priests, Father June, growing up.  For a minute, I thought I 

wanted to be a priest, and then I realized I couldn’t be.  (laughs)  I’m not quite sure if I 

just gave up on the idea because I knew that I couldn’t become a priest or if the calling 

just really wasn’t there.  I know my freshman year of college I spoke with a director of 

our dorm, who was a nun, about, “I think there might be an opportunity for me to pursue 

a religious calling.”  She’s like, “Yeah, I don’t think that’s your thing.”  (both laugh)  I 

guess because I believe that people who took that vow in the church were dedicating their 

lives to being of service and doing good things that always sort of appealed to me.  I 

thought it would be cool to be a priest in a community.  It was like the Catholic version of 

being mayor, you know?  Everyone comes to you for advice and support and help.  So I 
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don’t know.  It was always an interesting role.  I mean, we had some bad priests, too, so 

maybe (laughs) that was a reason I didn’t want to be a priest. 

JA: Yeah. 

LH: But, I did know that Father June just made being a priest look cool, and so I think that 

was part of it, too.  So, I mean those are some that stand out.  I don’t think there’s any 

one person who I would say I want to be exactly like.  I think it’s become very apparent 

in my life that I have great admiration and respect for my dad.  I follow sort of his work 

ethic and sort of his view of the world that, you know, being open to new things and 

wanting to receive an education, pushing yourself to do better, all of those things I think I 

really got from him.   

JA: All right.  So what values would you say that you acquired from your family? 

LH: Sure.  Oh, gosh, well, first of all, family itself—family is really important.  We spend a 

lot of time with my extended family.  It was always important to spend time with your 

grandparents and to be respectful and that sort of thing, but that just having a family was 

really important because some people didn’t have family.  Faith was important, going to 

church every Sunday, being involved in the church, things like that.  So, being a faithful 

person was really important.  Being of service, you know, like I said, we had a tradition 

of military service in my family, but also, volunteering, I think, was something that was 

always very important to me.  My mom volunteered at bingo at church on Sunday 

evenings.  My dad got involved in our parish council and became a Eucharistic minister 

in Mass, so I became a lector when I could.  I became an altar server when I could.  I got 

involved, and then, in school I was involved in just about anything you could join.  So, 

you know, I think being involved and being of service was really important.  I think those 

were sort of the big ones.  

Participating in your community—I know this has come up a lot for me recently.  

I very vividly remember, on Election Day, my mom taking us with her to the polling 

place, and we kind of had to wait outside the polling place while she went into the voting 

booth.  I remember her pulling the curtains, very old school, and then she came out, and I 

would be, like, “Mom, who did you vote for?”  And, she would look at me very sternly 

and say, “That’s not a question you ask people, Lindsey.  It’s very rude, you know.  A 

vote is very private.”  But, I think with that privacy came, like, a love of degree of 

importance that I assigned to it, so I could not wait to turn eighteen to vote.  I mean, 

voting and participating, being civically engaged, I think, was important so sort of from 

that sense.  My parents, I don’t think, were terribly political, but I did have the sense—

you know, one of the women my mom went to grade school with ended up becoming 

mayor while we lived in our very small town.  I thought it was so cool that there was a 

woman mayor and that I knew her.  I didn’t really know what that meant, but I just knew 

that it was an important thing.  So, yeah, I think those were the important things.  Being 

respectful always, I think that was—even to this day, you know, when I go back and see 

some of my old neighbors, that’s something that they said a lot about my brother and I, 

that we were very respectful kids, that we were very well-mannered.  You know, those 

types of things were very important.  
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 [00:30:19] 

JA: So, was there, like, a history of activism or political involvement in your family? 

LH: Not that I can recall, honestly.  I’ve been asked this before.  Mayor Morales is sort of 

really the only political figure from grade school that I really recall.  But, I mean, my dad, 

eventually, when we moved to Las Vegas, he got involved with the mayoral campaign 

because my guidance counselor, her husband ran for mayor, and he had ended up 

winning, Oscar Goodman.  And then, Carolyn Goodman, she’s now mayor, so I went 

back and volunteered on her campaign.  To me, I think that’s sort of the first political 

campaign I can really remember anyone in my family being a part of, outside of me.  I 

got involved in campaigns when I was in college. 

JA: What made you get involved in activism or politics?  Since there wasn’t a family history 

of it, what made you want to get involved? 

LH: I think because it was just the right thing to do and being of service, wanting to be 

helpful, all of those things that we sort of talked about, but I also saw that people weren’t 

doing it.  I mean, even though it was the right thing to do, you know, you would go to 

church and you’d hear people say, You’re supposed to be helpful and do things for other 

people and be of service, but a lot of people didn’t do that.  So, I was, like, Well, first of 

all, everyone is supposed to be doing it, so if not everyone is doing it, that’s already a 

deficit.  I think that’s probably why I became sort of wanting to be almost an 

overachiever in that regard.  It’s because there was so much work to be done.  So, I don’t 

know.  I mean, I think just knowing that it was the right thing to do and wanting to be 

helpful, and I think in a lot of ways, wanting to be good and wanting to do right by other 

people I think really motivated me.   

JA: When did you realize that that was the way you wanted to help people, as opposed to 

going into law and trying to help people out? 

LH: Oh, gosh!  I ended up not choosing law school because of finances, really.  I moved to 

L.A. thinking I was going to go to law school.  I was actually recruited by Musical 

Theater Academy to perform.  So my master plan—because everyone has one that we all 

then quickly abandon, right?  

JA: (laughs) 

LH: I was to move to L.A., go to musical theater school, if I became some sort of Broadway 

star, great, but, if I didn’t, at least I became an in-state resident in California.  I wanted to 

go to UCLA, so I would have a better tuition rate, at the very least, if I spent a little time 

living there before I went to school.  As many of our generation have, I had a lot of 

student debt, and so I had to figure out how I was going to start paying that off?  How I 

was going to have insurance?  Because I was twenty-two, and we didn’t have Obamacare 

changes then, so I couldn’t stay on my parents’ insurance plan.  So I had to figure out 

what I was gonna do for all of these things that I didn’t really think about because they 

were always sort of taken care of for me.   
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My dad lost his job while I was in college.  He ended up getting another job very 

quickly, but it wasn’t the same kind of job that he was used to.  So my parents got 

divorced while I was in college, and there were just a lot of changes.  I kind of knew that 

I had to take care of myself, and that even though I had this master plan that sounded like 

a good idea, being able to take care of myself, take that financial pressure off my dad and 

really take care of myself was important.  So it was more a matter of practicality than 

anything else, why I didn’t go to law school.  I think I still have the struggle of, do I push 

from the outside or the inside?  I mean, I’ve served in local government, still hold 

appointed office, and I understand the value of serving in office and having people in 

office who hold and share your values.  But, I also understand that you have a lot more 

freedom when you’re on the outside about things you can say and do, so I do very 

personally have a push/pull about that.  I see the benefits to both.  I see the lost 

opportunities when you choose one or the other as well, so it’s hard.  I do kind of go back 

and forth. 

JA: Okay, going back to when you were growing up, was there any differences in the way 

you were treated as a girl in your family as to opposed to your brother? 

LH: Oh, yeah.  I was always expected to help out with dinner more, making meals.  It was 

always a big part of every holiday or family gathering, and even after dinner, the women, 

my mom and my aunts and my grandmas and whatever, would sit around the table and 

have coffee and talk.  And, the men would go to the other room to watch golf or football 

or whatever sport was on television and open up a beer and sit and talk with each other.  

So, it was even sort of very gender divided in my sort of a family experience, in that way, 

I was expected to help out with meals, expected to want to be a clean person that wanted 

to help clean the house and take on some of those more traditional chores and tasks.  I 

think my brother got away with more (laughs) in general, but I think that’s more 

attributable to him being younger than me and me sort of having to pave the way on that 

sort of thing.  But, I also think that because I was very smart in school, that I was pushed 

to excel more than if I had just sort of been an average performing student.  But yeah, I 

mean, I think those are probably the closest things, and then, of course, you know, I was 

going to college to find a husband.  (laughs) 

JA: Um-hm.  So there were pretty clear gender divisions in your family. 

LH: Oh, absolutely.  Absolutely, without a doubt. 

JA: How did your family respond to your activism for women once you got involved? 

LH: I think, in some ways, it kind of didn’t surprise them, because I was always very strong in 

my opinions, in the way I got involved, in speaking out about the right thing to do.  I 

think there are moments that they struggle with some of the things that I get involved 

with.  For example, when I did The Vagina Monologues at Notre Dame my senior year, I 

got a phone call from student affairs because some girls had decided that they were going 

to take action in a somewhat provocative way, and I thought it was hilarious.  On any 

other college campus it would have been seen as tame, but at Notre Dame it was very, 

you know, racy.  I got a phone call from student affairs because of something that some 
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of the girls who were involved with our group did.  And they said, One more thing and 

you’re not getting your diploma.  One more episode like this—and it was very funny.   

JA: (laughs) 

LH: So I said, “Okay, I got you.  I’m very clear.”  So there I narrowly escaped getting kicked 

out of school.  And then, not too long after that the Queer Film Festival on campus came 

to me and said, How have you been able to do The Vagina Monologues?  I mean, we can 

barely get funding for what we’re doing.  Because The Vagina Monologues my senior 

year was the largest, non-athletic attended event on the college campus.  So people were, 

like, How is she doing this, especially because it was The Vagina Monologues.  We had 

protesters drive in from Chicago and Philadelphia to pray the rosary outside of our 

production.  I got death threat phone calls.  I mean, it was insane.  I just remember 

thinking to myself, You’re so Catholic, you’re going to kill me.  It doesn’t really make 

sense. 

But then, the Queer Film Festival came to me.  The summer before my senior 

year I went to this gender conference called GenderPAC.  It was the national conference 

on gender; that’s how it was billed.  Gender studies at Notre Dame really meant women’s 

studies, but calling it gender studies was somehow not sexist.  I can’t even get into all of 

that, but I went to this conference.  I remember Ellie Smeal was one of the main panels, 

but she was the only one who was sort of like a traditionally identified feminist, per se.  

The conference—it was in 2003—was co-hosted by GenderPAC and HRC [Human 

Rights Campaign].  Now thinking back on it, understanding a little bit more about LGBT 

politics, it was sort of when HRC was starting to take ownership of trans issues and really 

wanting to get involved and engaged because they were very slow to come to the table as 

I understand.  So most of the conference was really about trans rights, trans people, trans 

identity, and I have to tell you it was an experience.  My head was spinning, like, the 

whole weekend I was there.  You roomed with other people, and I roomed with a biracial, 

bisexual girl from Louisiana, a woman who identified herself, her language, as a hard-

core lesbian.  She came with a friend of hers, who was a gay man, who, in the evenings, 

liked to dress as a woman and lead his life as a woman.  And, this was just, like, I had 

never experienced anything like these people before. 

[00:40:58] 

JA: Yeah. 

LH: So, it was a whole new learning experience, and, by the end of it, I was, like, Well, what 

am I gonna do?  I didn’t realize there was this whole disenfranchised population that I 

just really hadn’t been exposed to.  And, they were, like, Why do you want to help us?  

Why do you want to get involved?  And, I was, like, “Well, it sounds like you need help, 

and it sounds like not enough is being done, so why not me?”  And, they were, like, We 

don’t get you!   

JA: (laughs) 
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LH: You know?  So when I went back to Notre Dame’s campus, as I was starting to say—

between that experience and the Queer Film Festival and having gay friends, who were in 

full choir with me, who were treated differently because they were out, and campus 

ministry wanting to own how—our college campus was of service to openly LGBT 

students, which coming from a place of campus ministry rather than some sort of secular 

approach, just again, I was like, “This just isn’t right.”   

So I got involved, and we ended up doing a demonstration where we were able to 

organize, I think, about 1500 students.  We wore these orange shirts that said, “Gay?  

Fine by me.”  I still have mine.  In fact, I wore it to a Prop 8 protest, and I saw somebody 

else on the street with his.  He was, like, “Hey, you went to Notre Dame, too,” and we 

had this moment.  But, you know, my parents were, like, Why are you getting involved in 

this now?  I don’t understand.  But, I think the more I understood how gender and 

perceptions of gender affected how people saw me as a woman, then I started to think 

about gender just as a concept and how, as you said, the stereotypes about what women 

are supposed to do or what men are supposed to do also influenced the way gender was 

perceived in a whole other host of issues.   

I remember that at the end of that weekend I was lobbying.  They signed us up for 

lobbying days, and I was lobbying John Henson, of all people, about how to have gender 

inclusive language, to have not just gender identity but gender identity and expression in 

a bill that we were pushing for legislative reform.  (laughs)  They just looked at me like, 

do you even know what you’re talking about?  But I just remember being in this very 

conservative man’s office, and they tried to be respectful, but you can tell they just are 

not with you.  I just remember thinking to myself, like, Why would you ever side with 

people who are choosing to disenfranchise people?  That’s just what I felt like, that they 

were just unwilling to listen.  So it was very, very interesting.  But yeah, I got involved 

through gender studies, and through my experience of gender, more involved in a whole 

host of issues that my family—to this day—they’re like, It’s just Lindsey’s thing. 

JA: Yeah. 

LH: I think that given sort of the place that they come from, I think they’ve been more 

supportive than some parents have been in experiences I’ve heard from my friends, but 

they’ve also made it clear where sort of their agreement ends with me.  We try to respect 

one another’s space, but there are moments where we definitely have some clash.  I just 

try to be respectful but keep up that this is what I believe in, and please don’t invade my 

space with your hate or that sort of thing.   

JA: Yeah.  Along those same lines, was there any major friction caused by you supporting 

LGBT rights or the pro-choice stance? 

LH: Oh, gosh.  I mean, I’m constantly questioned.  One of my dad’s uncles believes that the 

reason I moved to West Hollywood is to secretly live an open lesbian lifestyle that my 

family doesn’t know about, which just makes me laugh. 

JA: (laughs) 
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LH: Because I’m like, first of all, I don’t know what a secret open lesbian lifestyle is, so we’ll 

just start from there.  That’s always fascinated me, just how people make assumptions 

about you and your life choices.  There have definitely been some conflicts where my 

brother has gotten some peer pressure from his friends about things that I do, and they’re 

not necessarily things that he wants to be involved with when it’s talking about sexual 

assault or domestic violence.  He knows it’s the right thing to do, but he just doesn’t want 

to defend himself against his friends.  So, I know that sometimes it’s hard for him.  That 

said, he ended up cultivating a large community of gay friends when he was an undergrad 

in law school.  He would play in gay sports leagues.  He would go to gay game night, and 

all of his friends were, like, Why are you so into gay stuff?  And he was like, “I don’t 

know.  My sister is.”  So in that way, I think my willingness to be open and talk about the 

issue—and when it comes to my family, I don’t throw it in people’s faces, but I am open 

about it.  I think it’s allowed my cousins and people in my generation to have more open 

and honest dialogue about some of these issues than we ever could with our parents.  My 

dad’s been pretty open, so I will say that.  I was one of the founding board members for 

the NOH8 Campaign, and I definitely remember the day my mom called me and said, 

“Oh, my gosh, Cindy McCain is doing the same thing you’re doing,” when she had her 

photo taken, and I was, like, Oh, I guess it’s okay now.  (both laugh) 

 [00:47:15] 

So, yes, there have absolutely been some tough conversations, but, like I said, 

nothing where my family was like, we’re just not gonna speak to you.  We might not talk 

about the subject but nothing that bad.  Growing up I would say, again because I was 

raised Catholic, I remember being young—and I don’t remember the exact age—but I 

was at Right to Life Mass.  They were talking about murdering babies, and I said to my 

mom, “I just don’t understand why anyone would want to kill babies.  Help me 

understand that.”  And my mom was like, “You keep thinking that,” and that was kind of 

the end of that.   So I guess I very much identified with pro-life growing up, and I don’t 

think I ever actively identified as pro-choice until I moved to L.A.   

People I had known in school who, whether high school or college, had gotten 

abortions never had anything good to say about it.  I knew that there were people who did 

it because they weren’t ready to have a baby, but they were also deeply distraught and 

spiritually wounded.  At least that’s how it appeared.  I was, like, even though they had 

access to this procedure, it doesn’t look like it served them, so I’m just gonna steer clear 

of that and try to make sure that people don’t have that experience.  I wasn’t ever a 

protestor outside an abortion clinic.  I didn’t have a hatred towards people who had an 

abortion, and, in fact, I don’t actually think I knew what Planned Parenthood was until I 

was in college.  Because I got involved in gender studies and The Vagina Monologues, I 

was willing to talk about women’s issues, so I was, like, I’d better learn about this thing 

called Planned Parenthood because everyone’s asking me about it and I don’t know what 

it is.   

I think my views changed when I moved to L.A., and I became very close with 

someone who I met initially through NOW, through the Hollywood chapter of National 

Organization for Women, which I found in 2005.  She shared with me her story about 
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abortion.  I had told her for a long time that I really struggled with sort of where my 

position was on that, and she ended up telling me her story.  She was the first person I 

had ever encountered who had said, “It’s the best thing I’ve ever done.  I don’t regret it at 

all; I can’t imagine what my life would have been like if I didn’t have it.”  And she 

helped me.  She came from small-town Louisiana, and she talked about how it was so 

hard to have access there.  So, being the kind of person I am, I was, like, what do you 

mean?  If this changed your life, and people don’t have access to it—I always understood 

that it was something that was available, it just wasn’t something that we really wanted 

people to choose because, you know, for lots of reasons.  But, to then understand that 

there were people who actually didn’t have access, I was like, “Wait, that’s not right.”  

You know?  If they end up disagreeing with me and choosing something that I wouldn’t 

encourage them to choose, that’s their choice, and then it kind of occurred to me.   

So I actually then not too long thereafter got involved with Women’s 

Reproductive Rights Assistance Project [WRAAP] and served on their board, because 

although I still believe that I would never personally have an abortion, nor would I 

encourage any of my friends to get one, it was not right for only people of means to have 

access.  I worked very hard to help raise money, and I worked for women all throughout 

the country to be able to have access to services that they needed.  I actually worked the 

hotline and took calls from clinics who were looking for funding and very quickly 

learned just how many communities were in need and what a clinic experience kind of 

was like.   

Eventually, when I was serving on the city council—that’s when Dr. Tiller was 

murdered.  I mean, I was bawling.  I organized a community vigil right away, and I was 

bawling my eyes out.  I just couldn’t believe that this man, who I had met through 

WRRAP, who had literally saved the lives of so many women because he was willing to 

perform abortions in places where they just weren’t available—it really felt like someone 

who was committed to being of service to women was murdered.  I mean, I was just 

stunned.  

So my views on that issue have certainly evolved over time.  Like I said, I never 

came from a place of hating somebody who had one, but I do think that life begins at 

conception.  So for me the idea of terminating a pregnancy is really hard and really 

complicated, but again, because of that, I very much believe that that’s a decision a 

woman needs to make with the people who are afforded to her, her doctor, her family if 

she so chooses, her spiritual adviser if she so chooses.  It’s something that women have to 

live with and decide what’s right for them.  That’s definitely a hard one for my family, 

especially because, when I was younger, I did so strongly identify as: it’s wrong to kill 

babies.  I think I started to understand that the people who were most pro-life were the 

people who were willing to provide people with options, that that was the most life giving 

thing, and that restricting access to resources doesn’t help people get to the value that I 

would hope that they might share someday, which is having access to resources but then 

not choosing them.  It’s different than being denied access.  I know that that’s sort of 

convoluted.   
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I have been asked to speak because of my positions, because of the many roles 

that I’ve had.  I’ve been asked to speak at rallies.  I remember being at a rally on Third 

Street Promenade.  There was this banner that said, “Abortion on demand and without 

apology,” and I was like, “That is so not my opinion.”  I get that that is the place a lot of 

women come from.  You know, there are women, obviously, who don’t believe that life 

begins at conception, who believe that women should be able to have an abortion at any 

time, so that was really hard for me, too, because holding so many feminist leadership 

roles, I think there was just sort of this presumption that that was a place that would be 

comfortable.  That was really hard for me because I was there to speak on an issue of 

work that I had done in the community, but it was in the context of something that I was 

just like, “This isn’t me either.”  I think I have kind of always found myself in middle 

ground places.   

But politically, there’s always this question with candidates—and I recently got 

into an issue about this.  Marianne Williamson was running for office, and I very much 

respect and admire her.  I’ve been to a lot of her sessions that she does over in Beverly 

Hills.  But when she was running, she put out a political piece that said she was 100 

percent pro-choice, and I, along with Kathy Spillar1 from Feminist Majority and Bettina 

Duval2 who represent the CaliforniaLIST, sent her a letter asking her to stop saying that.  

Because she had espoused views that women should wait, things that were less than 100 

percent.  It doesn’t mean she didn’t believe that women, in a general concept, deserved a 

choice, but that she, from our view, wasn’t 100 percent.  Definitely what we politically 

mean by 100 percent reliable vote is very much different than the position that she held.  

She got really upset with me.  Members of her community, who I am friends with, got 

really upset with me because, eventually, we made the letter public because she wouldn’t 

respond.  She kept sort of saying this view.  I said to my friends, “I don’t even know if I 

would count as 100 percent pro-choice despite my views and my activism, despite the 

work that I’ve done because I am not an on-demand and without apology person.”  To 

me, that’s 100 percent.  I’m not that person.  I might have 100 percent voting record, but I 

do struggle with the issue.  But I think that that struggle is intended to be personal. 

JA: Okay, kind of switching gears here. 

LH: Sure. 

JA: What were the reasons that prompted you to found the Hollywood chapter of NOW?   

LH: I was working at an ad agency.  I was reading the trades, and I saw that California NOW 

was doing a women media awards.  There were folks who were from some studios that 

we wanted to work with, and so I asked my boss if he would pay for my ticket to go, $75.  

He did, I went, and I met the then executive director and told her, you know, that I was 

new to Hollywood.  I think at that point I was twenty-two or twenty-three, and I told her 

that I wanted to get involved locally.  How could I help and what could I do?  I told her a 

little bit about my background in college, being an activist and being involved in a lot of 

                                                 
1 Katherine Spillar, OH# 5963, Center for Oral and Public History. 
2 Bettina Duval, OH# 5790, Center for Oral and Public History. 
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different women’s issues there and kind of the experience that I’d had.  She said, “Well, 

would you be interested in starting a chapter in your area?”  And I said, “Yes, sure.”  She 

had said that there were a couple of other folks who were talking about starting it, so she 

would put me in touch with them.  I learned later that there was sort of some internal 

political trouble, um, as there always is in NOW, that there was sort of this existing 

chapter that had dues paying members but didn’t really do actions, didn’t really hold 

meetings, and they didn’t really know what to do about it all.  So, they were just trying to 

invigorate more action and more activism, and I said, “Sure, I’d be happy to do that,” not 

really having any idea what that meant.  We convened the chapter in my very small 

apartment on Wilcox Avenue, just north of Hollywood Boulevard, where we filled out all 

of the paperwork.  I was the founding president.  Jerilyn Stapleton was officially listed as 

the convener of the chapter, and I forget who was the official third signatory because we 

had three.  You had to have three people sign the paper. 

  Through my involvement with NOW, that’s how I came to meet folks like Eric 

Garcetti and get more involved in the political landscape, still on behalf of women, but 

starting to get more into politics.  You know, just having a space to bring women together 

and just having this banner, and I’m forever grateful to NOW for that I was able to just 

sort of run around wherever I was and say, “I’m the president of Hollywood NOW.”  

And, they were, like, Oh, we should come to your meetings.  I had no idea what that 

meant, but people thought that they needed to be a part of it.  It was a great way to meet 

people who I knew were gonna be sort of in the same space that I was looking for.  

Again, being somewhat sheltered, I learned a lot very quickly, but it was really great to 

also feel like they wanted to have younger people involved.  And actually, at the time, the 

executive board of the California chapter was almost all under thirty, so it was really 

exciting to feel like they desired younger voices because that wasn’t always my 

experience in women’s movement.  

 [01:00:29] 

JA: Were there any difficulties to setting up the Hollywood chapter of NOW? 

LH: Of course!  (chuckles)  It wouldn’t be feminism if there wasn’t a little bit of drama.  I 

think it was hard because, as I said, Jerilyn Stapleton, who has always been really great to 

work with and on the right side of just about every issue, it was very important to her to 

be listed as the convener.  I think she had been involved with the organization for a really 

long time, so this was her moment to kind of have that.  And I wanted her to have that, 

but I wanted to be president, and not out of ego, but most of the people who were 

attending were closer to my age and wanting to do the things that I was doing.  She was 

sort of involved in a lot of stuff that not everyone was interested in, and not to say that it 

wasn’t worthy or valuable.  I could kind of see how we could do things that she wanted to 

do, but also do things that the rest of the chapter wanted to do.  It was hard because I 

really respected her.  I remember when we had the conversation that she’d be listed as 

convener forever and ever, amen, but that I really wanted to be the president to help 

activate the rest of the chapter.  A couple of other members came to her and said, This is 

what we want, too, and I think that was really hard for her.  And, sort of to this day, I 

think there is some tension about it, because I think it caused hurt feelings.   
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It kind of helped me understand that some people did activism to heal the hurts 

that they experienced in discrimination, and that is very true of the women’s movement.  

So denying women of a certain generation access to leadership or whatever or not 

regarding their contributions to the movement, made them feel as disempowered as they 

were before they had all of the rights that they gained through the Second Wave.  So their 

activism was also about personal identity.  And to take away someone’s title or to ask 

someone to pass a torch was seen as an insult and not as we respect and admire all of the 

work that you have done, but in order for this thing to keep moving, more people have to 

join in.   

So that was really hard, and I think the women’s movement in general has had 

that experience, that we’re not very good at lineage.  We haven’t been really good at 

finding honored ways of torch sharing, passing, whatever, however you want to use that 

language, really empowering a new generation and new perspective of folks.  I think the 

new generation of the women’s movement that exists in some ways is intentionally 

disconnected from a previous generation, which I think is really sad.   

It’s funny, a good friend I’ve had in the movement, she is Second Wave but much 

more identifies with a new generation of activists.  She’s in her sixties.  And she was the 

person who pushed me to get on Facebook in 2009.  (laughs)  I, on the other hand am 

like, I just worship the ground that the Second Wave walks on, and I wish I could have 

lived in the sixties and seventies.  So, we’ve kind of had this shared experience which 

was really fun.  I really appreciate and understand why women who fought those battles 

would want to be recognized for them.  And, some of it may be ego, but I think some of it 

is just proper acknowledgment of what they’ve done because history doesn’t really 

always include, accurately if at all, who did what.  This is sort of their way of making 

sure that their legacy is protected, so I really have a deep and profound respect for that.  I 

know not everyone does because these conflicts manifest in personal conflicts.   

And so, what then gets abandoned is legacy and history and lineage and really 

important things that would prevent us from beating our heads (laughs) in the same 

battles that have already, in some ways, been fought.  On the flip side of that, I know a lot 

of young women who are kind of sick of hearing, You guys take so much for granted.  In 

my view, that’s kind of the point of what the activism was.  We should be able to take 

certain rights for granted because that’s kind of the point of activism.  You want the next 

generation to start off better than where you were.  So I understand that.  I understand the 

conflict of both sides and find myself sort of in the middle of it a lot.  Yeah, it’s definitely 

a challenge to walk feminist politics.  (laughs)  

JA: Tell me about when you were involved with the West Hollywood Women’s Advisory 

Board. 

LH: Sure.  Women’s Advisory Board.  When I moved to California, I first lived in 

Hollywood, and I had been involved with V-Day and The Vagina Monologues, 

throughout my college experience and how, like I said, that was really transformational 

for me.  I contacted V-Day when I moved out here and said, “You know, who is doing V-

Day in this area?”  And so, they put me in touch with organizers in West Hollywood who 
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were putting on a production and getting people together.  So I reached out to them and 

said, “My name is Lindsey Horvath, and I would like to join and be involved.”   

When I got involved I remember being invited to Amanda Hendon’s house, and 

Angela Neve was working on it with her.  We were sitting in Amanda’s home, and I 

remember her saying, “Now, at some point, Abbe Land3 might drop by.  She’s our 

mayor.”  And I was like, “The Mayor of West Hollywood is going to come here?”  I was 

like, “Oh, my god, the mayor is coming!”  “No, no, it’s totally fine.  She’s actually gonna 

be in the show.”  I came from a college campus where I almost got kicked out of school 

for doing The Vagina Monologues, and now I know that there is a city where the mayor 

participates in The Vagina Monologues! 

JA: (laughs) 

LH: I think I have found my new home!  So the Women’s Advisory Board was one of the co-

sponsors of the event, and I was like, “Well, what is the Women’s Advisory Board?”  

Amanda, who served on the board, told me that it was sort of this appointed body in the 

city focused on issues facing women and families in West Hollywood.  And I was like, 

“Wow, I hope someday I can be a part of that.”  And then, not too long thereafter I was 

on the board.  It was pretty exciting.   

I moved, officially, into the city of West Hollywood in 2007.  I got appointed to 

the board, and I was really excited.  They first let me be appointed because I was 

president of the Hollywood chapter of NOW, which geographically served Hollywood 

and West Hollywood.  But I moved into the city and was very excited to be involved in 

these issues and have this opportunity to be of service, and, after eight months of being 

on the board, my peers elected me their chair, which was exciting and exhilarating and 

kind of all kinds of things.  Knowing the amazing women who were on the board with 

me, it was quite an honor to feel that they trusted me after such a short period of time to 

sort of run—now, looking back, what a chair practically does is just runs the meeting.  It 

doesn’t matter what your title is, you all sort of have the same seating.  I had no more of a 

vote or no more of a say than anyone else, so it was just really a title.  But, to know that 

they entrusted me with that title to represent the board in that seat, I was just really 

thrilled.   

Not too long after I was elected to chair the Women’s Advisory Board, one of our 

councilmembers passed away, and so there was a vacancy on the council.  The city of 

West Hollywood decided that they were gonna go through—the remaining 

councilmembers held a special meeting to determine that they were going to go through 

an appointment process to fill that vacancy, and that’s a whole other story.  (laughs) 

JA: So when you became a city councilmember, did your goals change from when you were 

just on the Women’s Advisory Board?  Did you have to alter any of your goals? 

 [01:09:14] 
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LH: Well, I think the change is just that you have a whole lot more on your plate.  You know, 

the purview of the Women’s Advisory Board was to focus on issues of women and 

families in the city.  Certainly those goals were an important part of me serving as a 

councilmember, but councilmembers also have to worry about things like infrastructure 

and trash pickup and things like that all the way to important decisions like land use and 

development and the economy.  So I wouldn’t say that my goals changed; they just grew 

and expanded.   

The process by which I got on the council was very interesting.  They said it had 

never been done in the city before, and nobody really knew exactly what the process was 

going to be.  After they had decided there was going to be an appointment, you had to fill 

out an application and turn it in by that Friday.  They decided on Monday they were 

going to do an appointment, and by Friday you had to turn in an application.  I had a 

bunch of my friends and members of the board, other folks who knew me from the 

community say, You should put your name in.  I was twenty-five, I think, and I was, like, 

“Are you sure?  I’m twenty-five.  I’m just getting into the city.”  “Yeah, but you’ve been 

involved, and you really know our city well.  You would be great at this.”  That’s always 

nice to be encouraged, and, again, I felt because servant leadership is such an important 

way of life for me, when a community asks you to be of service, you kind of have to take 

that seriously.  So, I did.   

Because I had been involved in a lot of different political groups, I got some 

support from some pretty big name people, and so I applied.  One of my friends, who 

really convinced me, she said, “What’s the worst that could happen?  You’re gonna meet 

more people in the city.  More people are gonna get to know you.  That’s a good thing.”  

I said, “Oh, okay, that’s a good point.”  So I felt more comfortable, and the following 

Wednesday is when they held the special meeting to do the appointment.  I remember 

walking in and thinking, I was there to do my best, but I had about zero expectation I was 

going to get it because there were just so many qualified people.  There was gossip and 

talk in the city about who was gonna get it and why, so rather than make myself crazy, I 

was like, “I’m gonna show up, I’m gonna give the best two minute speech I possibly can 

and see where it goes.”  A bunch of my friends were there with me, and I’ll never forget 

that because that was really special to have the support of my friends there.  Through a 

process I affectionately refer to as the American Idol of politics— 

JA: (laughs) 

LH: —they narrowed it down.  I think there were something, like, thirty-seven or thirty-nine 

people who applied.  They narrowed the list down to about twelve or fourteen.  From 

there they said, Pick your top five.  Then pick your top four.  Then pick your top three.  

Then rank them all the while discussing our strengths and our weaknesses.  It was really 

interesting because that first vote of pick your top five, I was the only one who got a vote 

from all four councilmembers.  My friends started freaking out, and my stomach just 

dropped.  I was like, “Oh, my god, what just happened?”  Because I had no idea if that 

was it.  I was like, “Oh, I’m in this thing!  This could really happen.”  Obviously, I had 

considered that possibility when I filled out the application.  “Am I ready to do this?  Is 

this a responsibility I can take on?”  But again, the reality of it didn’t sink in until that 
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moment, so then I was sitting there.  I mean, it was very interesting.  So my friends 

started freaking out, and I just looked at them and was like, “Let’s just all be quiet, 

please, because I have no idea what’s gonna happen.” (both laugh)  So by the end of it, 

there were three of us.  They narrowed it down to three of us, and two of the 

councilmembers picked me as their number one.  Two picked another guy, and the two 

who chose me put that guy third.  The two who chose him put me second.  They 

continued discussing.  One of the councilmembers changed his vote and put me first.  So 

then, the fourth one did as well, and it was a unanimous vote, still controversial to this 

day.  

JA: (laughs) 

LH: I think the lesson learned there is that, while many cities use an appointment process to 

fill a vacancy, for any number of reasons not the least of which is to save the city money 

on an election, that’s just not the way West Hollywood wants to do things.  But it was a 

great honor to be able to serve on the city council.  I think I was really able to do a lot of 

good things and, as we were discussing, sort of expand the reach that I was able to have 

on issues that were important to me in the community.   

JA: So as an elected official, do you feel like you had more power to exact positive change in 

the community as opposed to just being an activist? 

LH: I think yes and no.  I mean, in some ways yes, in the community, for sure there were 

things that I could do.  You know, for example, I created the first ever Community 

Response Team to Domestic Violence where we bring social service agencies, local law 

enforcement, representatives of the justice system together to discuss what the experience 

of domestic violence actually is in West Hollywood and then how do we deal with it?  

You know, what are these experiences, what are these examples, and what are the 

services available?  And put the survivor or victim at the center of the work and then go 

from there rather than having a victim tell their story to me seven different times, you 

know, requiring them to chase services or chase their legal process or see where their 

case is to be more of service.  So, yeah, I was able to create that, and there were other 

things that I was able to do that, because I was a councilmember, I could just ask people 

to do things, and they would be done.   

No, in the sense that, because I was a councilmember, my first and foremost duty 

is to my city.  I think as an activist in the general community—for example as president 

of Hollywood NOW, I had a say in L.A. politics and L.A. government that I kind of 

didn’t have once I signed up to be a representative of another city’s government.  Not to 

say that they didn’t listen to me, but it’s just kind of the right role and the proper use of 

your authority.  As an activist you can kind of speak out and take action and do some 

really crazy things that are both affective and attention getting.  Some of those things you 

probably shouldn’t be doing as an elected official.  Maybe you should.  I don’t know.  

Should isn’t really a word I think about a lot.  More it’s like, what is a councilmember?  

What is the proper role of a councilmember?  That was sort of the place that I was 

coming from.  So I think there were some challenges.  There were definitely times where 

I wanted to get involved in things, and people would be, like, you know, you’re a 



HORVATH  O.H. 5484 

 21 

councilmember first, so you’ve got to think about that.  But in no way did it prevent me 

from demonstrating my values, I should say. 

JA: How would you decide what were the important issues to focus on while you were a 

councilmember? 

LH: Well, I mean that’s always determined by your community.  I had a sense of what the 

things that I thought were important in the city, and presumably, that’s why my 

colleagues at the time chose me to serve with them.  But I think a lot of times people 

forget that serving in government is about public service, and that we are to be of service 

to the public.  So in that way, I really wanted, more than anything, especially because I 

was appointed, to know that people could come to me with any sort of request, and that I 

would be there to help them.  That’s what I tried to do.   

There were housing issues that people experienced.  I was involved in a lot of 

very big decisions while I was on the council.  I mean, my very first meeting we were 

adopting a whole new zoning code, (laughs) and that was my very first meeting as a 

councilmember.  We adopted a general plan while I was on the council.  I mean, I was 

very much involved in a lot of the big documents and decisions that govern a lot of the 

day-to-day of the city.  But yeah, I mean, when you think about what’s most important to 

a community, you know, being of service to them, and so that’s kind of the place that I 

always came from. 

JA: Would you say that your personal beliefs influenced your activism, or more that your 

activism influenced how you view your personal beliefs? 

LH: I think both.  I think anyone who is open to evolution, (laughs) has to think that.  I think 

my personal beliefs initially engaged me in a lot of the activism that I did.  That’s what 

motivated me to take action, but through life experience, your views and values can 

change.  It’s no secret, not something I’m necessarily proud of, but when I went to 

college, when I first registered to vote, I registered Republican.  I was a vice president of 

College Republicans at Notre Dame and very involved in a party I am no longer a part of. 

(laughs)  Because while at the time I saw a party that spoke about family and faith and 

service to one’s country, they really were not taking action on those issues in the same 

way I thought they should be.  I came to realize that the Democratic Party was much 

more in alignment with my values, so, you know, people change.  I don’t think that living 

in black and white is always the right place to be, especially, when you’re trying to be an 

active and good listener.  Hearing people out and hearing people’s perspectives might not 

change my mind, but it will influence my understanding of why people are coming from 

a certain place.  And, I think in whatever role you’re in, elected office or otherwise, if 

you’re in a position to build community, listening is essential, that you really have to 

understand the place where different viewpoints are coming from in order to try and find 

common ground.  So yeah, I think it’s a little bit of both. 

 [01:20:20] 

JA: In 2010 you won the Woman Democrat of the Year. 
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LH: Yes. 

JA: How do you feel about there being a distinction between achievements between men and 

women in the Democratic Party like that? 

LH: Well, the thing that’s interesting about that is it’s intended to create gender parity, to 

make sure both men and women are recognized.  Obviously, it leaves out gender identity 

between those two, which I think is something we don’t often talk about in the 

Democratic Party or anywhere, quite frankly.  Not often enough, I should say.  It’s 

interesting.  I think it’s intended to create parity.  I haven’t seen it as a slight because 

there was a Male Democrat of the Year as well.  I don’t remember who it was that year— 

(both laugh) but I do think it’s interesting to distinguish that way.  I think what it really 

does is marginalize folks who don’t identify as male or female, and that’s something that, 

as a Democratic Party, we should be thinking about. 

JA: What would you tell a young woman who wanted to become involved in activism today? 

LH: First of all, that anything you think you need to know, you know now.  Sure, people will 

learn things along the way, but sometimes with women there’s this sense that I need to 

know more or do more in order to take on certain roles or do certain things.  I think just 

getting involved is the best thing that you can do because then you kind of figure out 

where you stand.  If you learn that something you thought you were going to be involved 

with forever, you end up not being involved with for very long at all, it just means that 

you’re learning more about yourself and who you are and wanting to be of service isn’t a 

bad thing.  So I think, just jump in.  Find a place that’s comfortable for you to jump in, 

and just do it.  But then, I would also say to follow your heart because I think a lot of 

times we can get involved in activism or become joiners.  I hear from a lot of high school 

women in particular.  They’re trying to make their résumés look great to go to college 

and they have to do this and they have to do that.  And, the truth is you don’t have to do 

anything you don’t want to do, and, in fact, the more time you spend doing something 

you do want to do, the more it will reflect positively on you.  It will show a demonstrated 

commitment to something that’s important to you and help people get to know you a little 

bit better.  But, your experience of activism doesn’t just have to be about other people.  It 

can help you learn about yourself, and sometimes, you have to know when to walk away, 

too.  When your engagement or involvement with a group or an issue or whatever it is 

isn’t—you no longer feel as productive, leave.  Because your time is valuable, and there 

are plenty of places you can invest in. 

JA: Can you tell me about your involvement in Running Start and how it encourages young 

women to be more politically active? 

LH: Sure, Running Start—how are we doing on time, actually? 

JA: Uh, 9:27. 

LH: Oh, we’re good.  Running Start is actually a really great organization.  I was excited 

when they asked me to be involved.  I must say it’s not something I am engaged with 

actively on a day-to-day basis, but the reason I did get involved is because there aren’t 
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enough women in elected office, and a lot of times that is the result of women not being 

asked.  For whatever reason, men just often come out of the womb ready to lead, (laughs) 

and women need to be asked sometimes many times to consider running for public office.  

So, Running Start really is about encouraging women of all ages to consider that 

possibility, to think about what that could look like and what some of those opportunities 

might be and to just consider, at some point in your life, running for office.  So, it’s really 

exciting because it’s nonpartisan, so it’s not political in a party sense.  It’s just truly about 

engaging women in the political process, and opening women up to considering the 

possibility of being in service because I think I often meet a lot of women who are, like, 

Eh, yeah, that’s not for me.  Or when I was on the council, some women who were much 

older than me came to me and said, What actually do you do as a councilmember?  And I 

think sometimes people are afraid to ask those questions, too, because people just assume 

that everyone knows what a councilmember does or what somebody in a certain elected 

office does.  So I think Running Start really gives that sort of a platform and the 

availability to ask those questions that sometimes I think are difficult to ask. 

JA: How do you think young women being involved in politics will help to achieve gender 

equality? 

LH: Well, I think all young people being involved in politics is important because government 

is owned by all of the people, and the more we have people, especially of a new 

generation, engaged, the more the decisions that are made by that government are going 

to look like the things that we care about.  Specific to women’s equality, I very much 

believe that you have to have diversity in representation, and because women sometimes 

need to be asked more often than men, getting women engaged at an earlier age gives 

them more of an opportunity or a greater likelihood that they may at some point choose to 

run for office, or become engaged in appointed office of some sort, thinking about getting 

involved in government.  The voices of young women matter, and not just for the future, 

but for now.   

I think we see the epidemic of sexual assault that’s happening on campuses right 

now.  Without young women talking about that issue and exposing what’s actually going 

on in college campuses, we’re not gonna have an accurate understanding of what’s 

actually happening.  So women need to be talking now.  I think that understanding that 

our issues that face women are different than face older women.  It’s important not to put 

those two categories, whatever that means, in conflict with one another.  Women who are 

of an age where they are having children and are trying to work in the home and are 

figuring out childcare are different than college girls who are trying to just have access to 

birth control.  Who are very different than women in their fifties or sixties who are trying 

to figure out how to not experience ageism in the workplace.  So I think there are a range 

of issues that affect women across all different identities, and the more we have women 

actively engaged in these conversations, the likelier it is that we’ll actually be able to take 

effective steps forward on the issues we care about. 

JA: You talked about how there’s kind of gaps between different generations of women and 

in the women’s movement.  Can you talk to me about how you’re trying to bridge that 

gap with the Bridge Project? 
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LH: The Bridge Project is really interesting, sort of the brainchild of my friend, Zoe 

Nicholson.  I am lucky enough to have been included.  She was on the board for the 

Veteran Feminists of America and had always envisioned this idea that there would be 

sort of a pairing of a veteran feminist and a rising feminist to create lineage in the 

movement.  Basically, we asked people to submit applications about the kind of person 

that they were looking for, either a veteran feminist to have sort of as a mentor or 

example, or a rising feminist, the kinds of things you would like to share with someone 

who is growing in the movement.  So the applications work in both directions.  We don’t 

believe that it, in any way, is top down, that the person who has more years of experience 

has anything more or less valuable to contribute than the other.  So, that’s been really 

interesting.  It’s been also really rewarding to see how people, who are just coming into 

their activism, are able to see how a woman who has done that kind of activism for many 

years, the struggles she has gone through, the kinds of experiences and successes she’s 

had, the kinds of things that she’s done.  I think in some ways it prevents people from 

reinventing the wheel and also gives some institutional memory of things that did and 

didn’t work.  Not to say we shouldn’t try new things in a new era, but I think it gives 

people some of that practical hands on experience they wouldn’t otherwise have in their 

activism if they didn’t know somebody who had done it before them. 

 [01:30:23] 

JA: Why do you think it’s so important that the older generation and the new generation of 

feminists have a dialogue, and why do you think that it’s so hard for them?  There needs 

to be so much effort put into getting them to have a dialogue. 

LH: You know, intention is everything, and our intention is to facilitate a sharing of 

experience and creating relationship and that relationship can be as engaged or not.  I 

mean, it can be as simple as sending somebody a birthday card once a year, or (laughs) it 

could be as involved as a regular sort of mentorship, kind of exchange.  I think it’s 

challenging because egos get involved, number one, and some veteran feminists see it as 

their way to tell someone what to do.  That’s not the point.  Or rising feminists see it as a 

way to demonstrate to a previous generation, Look, we’re doing things, too.  And that’s 

not the point, either.   

I think it’s also challenging because people of a past generation want to see things 

done in their way.  For example, digital organizing is a concept that eludes a lot of 

(laughs) women of a certain generation.  Not to say that this isn’t a stereotype, that all 

women of a previous generation feel that way.  That’s not the case, but there are some 

women who just don’t understand why there aren’t more young women on the steps of 

the Supreme Court enraged about Hobby Lobby, for example.  They don’t understand 

that that’s just not how things are done anymore, not in the same way.  Demonstrations 

are happening but differently.  So, when there is a commitment to a certain way of things 

being done, that creates conflict because there are just different ways of doing things 

now.   

But, I also think, too, in a choice between just doing the activism or sitting and 

learning from somebody, there are a lot of people, rising feminists, who just want to do 
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the thing, and they don’t really care how it was done before them.  Maybe that’s a good 

thing, maybe it’s not.  Certainly, not everything that’s been done before is worth doing 

again.  But yeah, I think for people who don’t see the intrinsic value of connecting 

generationally, it’s hard.  Sometimes people just want to tell their story and aren’t always 

good listeners. 

JA: I’d like to ask your opinion on the HeForShe Campaign by UN Women?  

LH: Sure.  I must say I am not an expert on the campaign.  I think the speech that Emma 

Watson gave was incredible.  I thought it was very moving, and I am actually kind of 

surprised about the backlash that have come from some folks about, Oh, well, this 

celebrity feminism isn’t real feminism.  I don’t even know what that means, first of all, 

but second of all, I mean, anywhere where we can be talking about the empowerment of 

women, especially in the UN, is a good thing.  I don’t think Emma Watson going and 

speaking at the UN is a Band-Aid on a gaping wound.  In fact, it’s quite the opposite.  

Giving a young woman a voice in a place of power where seeing young women in that 

space just doesn’t happen, I think affords the opportunity for young women to see, Oh, 

somebody who is like me is in that space talking about these issues.   

Same thing when Malala went and spoke.  I think the more people see people like 

them in a certain space, it opens up the possibility that they could see themselves in that 

space, so I thought that was really important.  I understand if folks haven’t really seen her 

as a feminist in the trenches, there is sort of this view that, you know, has she done her 

due diligence?  Has she paid her dues and all that kind of stuff?  The truth is if she’s 

willing to espouse feminist views or views that empower women in that space, I think it’s 

great.   

I also believe—and this is something I have been talking a lot about with our new 

phase of One Billion Rising—that to me revolution for women will be when we see 

violence against women and girls not as a women’s issue but as a public safety and 

national security issue.  When over one billion women on the planet are being raped and 

beaten, that’s not a women’s problem.  That revolution really will be when men are 

authentically and actively engaged in ending violence against women and girls.  So the 

general concept of engaging men in this dialogue, that men taking on the identity of 

wanting to be supportive of women in some sort of general sense I think is a good thing.  

How it actually plays out—you know, is a media campaign enough?  No.  But is it 

important?  Absolutely.  Raising awareness about men wanting to be supportive of 

women’s rights opens up a dialogue at the very least.   

I think that any steps that we can take towards encouraging that dialogue is 

important.  Now I can see where people would say, Oh, it falls short because it’s just a 

media campaign.  You know, for some people it’s just a media thing.  But media is really 

important, and so having that conversation, Yes, we have to do the work, not just talk 

about it, and I certainly understand that criticism, but I don’t think, without the visibility, 

we’re going to get anywhere, either.  It just was really surprising to me how much 

backlash there was, because to me I think it’s a great thing that we’re in a moment where 

Emma Watson’s speaking at the UN.  Emma Watson, right? 
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JA: Yeah. 

LH: Yeah.  And Beyoncé is standing in front of the word feminist in a major performance at 

the VMAs, and that feminism is so much a part of our daily culture now and is being 

discussed in such a way, I think it’s a great thing.  Because, for so long, we’ve been 

hearing, feminism is dead, or nobody wants to identify as a feminist, or identifying as a 

feminist means a certain thing that people really don’t like.  We shouldn’t just make these 

concepts popular to make them popular, because, obviously, we want people to 

understand that feminism is about so many things and understanding gender in so many 

complex ways, but we also want to make it accessible.  Otherwise, where are people 

gonna start?  So I think it’s a good thing. 

JA: I saw this quote the other day; my friend posted it on Facebook.  It said, “We should stop 

the idea of men supporting women’s rights because of their daughters and wives and 

girlfriends, but they should support them because they’re human beings.”  What do you 

think about that?  

LH: I think there are some people who really see that approach as very, I guess, in some ways, 

paternalistic or condescending in some way.  I mean, quite honestly, however you’re 

going to get men engaged in caring about the issue—if it is because their daughter or 

their sister or their mother experienced some issue, I mean, if that’s the way to open up 

the dialogue, so be it.  Yes, we should care about these issues on a human level.  Of 

course, as Hillary Clinton said, “Women’s rights are human rights.”  So yes, we should 

care about these issues at a fundamental level, but I think that we’re all sort of guilty of 

seeing the world from our own perspectives, god forbid.  (both laugh)   

So, when your daily life experience is not being a woman and experiencing what 

it’s like to be a woman, it’s harder to engage folks on some of those issues because it’s 

just not as readily accessible.  You know, things like that, I don’t get caught up in all of 

that, but I understand that it’s important to some people to be sort of critical of that idea.  

I understand the criticism.  I just think, at the end of the day, the way we can get more 

men engaged in the issue is far more important to me than making sure that it’s not in 

some sort of contrived way or something, I guess. 

 [01:40:14] 

JA: You have made it clear that men definitely should be involved. 

LH: Absolutely! 

JA: But what do you think that their role should be?  Should it be the same as women’s, or 

should it be different in some way? 

LH: It’s so interesting because this is always such the hot button question.  In a lot of 

women’s groups, I’ve heard people—for example, somebody in the community was 

saying to me, “I want to be the first man on the Women’s Advisory Board,” and it was 

like nails on a chalkboard to me.  I was like, “What?”  Despite the fact I feel very 

strongly men need to be engaged, I took a step back from that.  I am, like, what is that 
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reaction about?  I think because that space has traditionally been a space where women 

have found their way to be involved in local government, taking away any seats for 

women to have that experience was somewhat jarring for me.  But I can also see how 

having men on the Women’s Advisory Board very visibly demonstrates that men need to 

actively be a part of this conversation in order for us to really function as a community, 

that empowering women isn’t only the responsibility of women.  That said, I think that, 

in some ways, it’s almost not my place to tell men what to do.  All I can ask for is their 

authentic engagement, and I can give them my response about whether what they’re 

doing resonates or doesn’t with me.  I mean, to me, the more important part of men being 

involved is them doing what is in their heart because I think there have been some men 

who have come to the movement with very ulterior motives, and that’s been horrible, a 

really bad experience for a lot of women.  I think, also, in some ways it has made it even 

more difficult for men to get engaged because of these bad apples, but I don’t think every 

man is that way.   

In fact, working on One Billion Rising now, I had a guy in my neighborhood 

randomly email me about an issue he became aware of, and he said, “I want to do 

whatever I can to help.”  I was like, “This is a joke,” so I filed it.  Then he emailed me 

again, and we now meet once a week to talk about how we’re working together to end 

violence against women and girls.  That’s what I want more of, men to step up and say, 

“I’ve had enough of this.  I don’t want to be seen as a guy who hurts women because 

other men hurt women.”  Whatever their motivation is, I want them to authentically come 

to the space of empowering women.  Then our job is to help educate men about why, if 

they say something that is condescending or we feel is sexist, help them understand why 

and what it feels like and engage in dialogue.  I think that’s really been the struggle.   

We’ve seen men try to get involved, and then they get involved in ways that 

aren’t comfortable, or we don’t feel are right, whatever that means, but we’re unwilling 

to engage in the dialogue about it.  Yeah, I think men just doing what they think is right 

first, and then women speaking up about what works for them is probably the better way 

to go than saying, Men need to be involved but only in this way.  Or men can only have 

this.  At the end of the day, we want equality, so the more we’re able to just naturally 

engage and interact with each other the better. 

JA: Going to some more reflective questions, what do you think it takes to be an effective 

activist? 

LH: Phew!  Follow through.  Following up and following through.  Organizing is hard work.  

It’s one thing to put an idea out into the world; it’s another thing to get people mobilized 

to take action on it.  One of my friends has known me for saying, “I am unwilling to 

complain about something if I am not willing to do something about it.”  I don’t know if 

that’s right, but that’s just the place that I come from.  If I am not willing to take action 

on an issue, far be it from me to tell somebody else, “Oh, but you need to do that.”  So, I 

think being willing to take action yourself, and not just say, “Oh, that’s a terrible thing,” 

and moving right along.  And then, also following through.  You can’t just get something 

half started and then not follow through because, on the flip side of that, when you do 

follow through, people will trust you more, and they’ll come to you more to say, Hey, I 
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have this issue.  Will you help me on this?  It helps build your credibility and also 

engages people’s trust that they are willing to count on you.   

JA: What do you think have been your greatest challenges being an activist? 

LH: Oh, gosh, well, I think how people perceive me can always be a challenge.  In some 

places, I should not be the face of activism.  You know, somebody who looks or sounds 

or something different from me, that my intention isn’t always enough, that being 

mindful of the space I am entering is equally important and how whatever it is I represent 

can be received in that space, I think that’s really important.  Some folks who have seen 

me as Catholic entering into either a feminist space, a gay space, they’re not quite sure.  

So being mindful of how some of those labels that people might put on me do or don’t 

resonate with a particular group.  I think sometimes being seen as young doesn’t help 

because people think, Oh, what does she know?  She hasn’t had enough life experience, 

things like that.  That’s why I always say to young people, “Who cares?  You have 

something to say; say it now.”  The people who were intended to hear that will.   

I think, in some ways, because I didn’t come from some of the more extreme 

forms of privilege or having to make a choice between doing my day job (laughs) and 

doing the things that I like to do in the community is hard, so where I’d like to spend the 

bulk of my time versus where I need to spend the bulk of my time so I can afford to live 

here and all of that, I think can be a challenge.  But I think also being a good listener in 

the face of opposition is really challenging.  It’s essential, but it can be really challenging 

to hear from people who just simply have no interest in what it is you represent.  To 

really understand why it is they feel that way, I think is important because it helps you, as 

I started to say before, get to a place where maybe you might find some common ground 

or at least understand what those components of your community are that need to be 

worked through, worked around, in order to get the thing done that you’re trying to get 

done.  So yeah, there are all kinds of challenges, but at the end of the day, just putting 

your heart in the right place and setting out to do your best, I think that’s kind of the place 

I try to come from.   

JA: Back in high school when people labeled you a feminist, you didn’t know if you really 

identified so much as a feminist, but now do you see yourself as a feminist? 

LH: Oh, absolutely, without a doubt.  (laughs) 

JA: What does feminism mean to you?  How would you define feminism? 

LH: Feminism is the belief that men and women should be treated equally in society or 

provided equal opportunity in society.   

JA: There’s been talk about how feminism or feminists have got kind of a bad rap of being 

bra burning—that’s just what a feminist is.  How do you think people should go about 

trying to change perceptions of radical views of feminists? 

LH: Well, bra burning never happened.  That’s always hilarious to me.  Again, I am less 

interested in people trying to change the way that word is seen and more interested in 
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people doing what they think is the right thing to do.  If something that never actually 

happened, bra burning, is the thing that is so closely assigned to the pejorative take on 

feminism, well (laughs) then people are gonna believe anything.  I think you kind of have 

to just do the thing that you think is right, and then, as long as you can look at yourself at 

the end of the day and say you’re standing for the right things, or the things that you 

believe are the thing to do, it doesn’t really matter what people think of you, if you’re just 

looking at it from that perspective.  If you are trying to win people over, if you’re being 

mindful of that sort of thing, I don’t think trying to win people over by just explaining 

and re-explaining the definition of feminism really gets people anywhere.   

I think I have always seen that living and leading a life by example is the most 

compelling way to engage people in the way you’re leading your life.  When I talked 

about awesome experiences I’ve had in the church, I actually have had people say, I’m 

really interested in learning more about being Catholic.  “Oh, okay,” you know.  I don’t 

push my faith on people.  I don’t talk about it, that’s so not the thing.  But because of how 

I live my life and how it’s made a positive impact on me, people have been curious.  I 

think the same thing for feminism.  Whatever you believe is your feminist activism, do 

that.  If people are drawn to it, you then have the opportunity to explain to them why and 

get to some of those issues.  But if you’re not doing something that attracts them or 

shows them that a feminist life or being a feminist-activist is something that’s appealing, 

it’s gonna be that much harder to make a case for it. 

JA: Um-hm.  So one last question.  What aspect of your activism are you most proud of? 

LH: Oh, god, that’s so hard. 

JA: I know there’s such a big range of stuff. 

LH: I guess the thing I am most proud of is that there are still people who want to join me in 

the work that I do, that there are people who see that the work that I do is valuable, that it 

helps them, and that it’s worthy of continuing to participate.  I just spoke at a conference 

in San Francisco, and we shared the video “One Billion Rising for Justice,” what were 

able to do last year with the One Billion Rising movement.  It was shown to a very 

diverse community that watched the film.  I would say half of the people who were there, 

men and women, were crying by the end of it, just very moved by that kind of work.  

They stood up and applauded the film and applauded the work that we’ve done.  That’s 

not about me.  It’s not about any one person.  It’s about a community rising up and 

saying, It’s time for violence against women to end in that particular case.   

But to see that there are more people who want to be a part of that, as a result of 

that, whatever little part I was able to contribute inspired them to now want to be 

involved, I think that is the most humbling and rewarding thing.  Because the more 

people we have taking action on the things that we care about, it’s more hands doing the 

work.  I think that’s really important.  So yeah, I don’t think it’s any one particular 

accomplishment.  There are some that I am surprised that I’ve been able to do, but I think 

just knowing that every time I want to take on an issue or do a different kind of activism, 
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be in a different role and service, that there are people who are willing to be there with 

me, there is nothing more rewarding than that. 

JA: Great.  Well, I think that about wraps it up for today. 

LH: Great!  So we made it! 

JA: Thank you.  Yes, we did it. 

LH: We made it!  (laughs)  Very good. 

 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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